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For those not yet enslaved by the white earbud, there are plenty of 

alluring MP3 players out there. Take the Xtatix Freefone, a self-contained 

player with an FM radio tuner that offers hands-free playback. 

The Freefone, which weighs about four ounces, is essentially a pair of 

headphones studded with buttons. A U.S.B. cable transfers music from a 

Mac or PC and charges the built-in battery, which lasts about seven hours 

between charges. Like the iPod Shuffle, the device plays songs at random 

or in the order in which they were uploaded. 

The 1-gigabyte version costs $159 and can hold up to 300 songs; a version with half as much 

storage costs $119. Both are available at www.xtatix.com and from online retailers.  

A switch on one side of the headphones flips from FM to MP3 mode, and buttons control 

power, audio playback and equalizer settings. The other side has controls for FM tuning or 

to fast-forward and rewind.  

In addition to music, the Freefone can store computer files, should you want to wear your 

important data around your ears. JOHN BIGGS 

 

More Articles in Technology »

Explore TimesSelect with a no-risk 14-day free trial. 

MOST POPULAR 

1. Zoroastrians Keep the Faith, and Keep Dwindlin

2. To Give Children an Edge, Au Pairs From China

3. Op-Ed Contributor: A Little Learning Is an Expe
Thing  

4. When Toddlers Turn on the TV and Actually Lea

5. Online Game, Made in U.S., Seizes the Globe  

6. New Charity to Start Plan for $50,000 Artists’ G

7. This Can’t Be Love  

8. The Last Stand of the 6-Percenters?  

9. For New Lawyers, the Going Rate Has Gone Up 

10. Op-Ed Contributor: The Summer Next Time  

Go to Complete List »  

Page 2 of 4Look, Ma! No Hands, and No iPod - New York Times

9/6/2006http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/18/technology/18headphones.html?ex=1157688000&en=4e5bedc51147fb78&ei=5070



Ads by Google what's this?

Top 10 MP3 Players 
Ranked by Popularity and Awards See How the Brands Compare Here! 
www.splise.com 

Discount Mp3 Players 
19 Billion MP3, No Download Fees All Legal, Find Any Song Fast ! 
iMusicSearch.com 

Free Black Video iPod 
30GB or 60GB Video iPod for Free Guaranteed Free Limited Time Offer! 
www.EveryFreeGift.com 

 
nytimes.com/autos 

 

Classic muscle cars that command $1 million or mo
 
Also in Autos: 

NEW! Explore the Collectible Cars section
Browse photos of collectible cars
Share photos of your collectible car

Advertisements

Wireless email from Cingular can 
make your workforce more 
productive.

Page 3 of 4Look, Ma! No Hands, and No iPod - New York Times

9/6/2006http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/18/technology/18headphones.html?ex=1157688000&en=4e5bedc51147fb78&ei=5070



     

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Automobiles Bac

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy Search Corrections XML Help Contact Us Work for Us Site Map  

DINING & WINE » U.S. » ARTS » WORLD »

  

Interactive Feature: Wines 
for $10 and Under 

 

Zoroastrians, Dwindling, 
Keep the Faith 

  

Museum of Steel: Cartoon 
History in a Single Bound 

 

In Chinese Village,
Gold Evokes Anoth

Page 4 of 4Look, Ma! No Hands, and No iPod - New York Times

9/6/2006http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/18/technology/18headphones.html?ex=1157688000&en=4e5bedc51147fb78&ei=5070


