Xtatix Freefone Review by PC Magazine

i[EE]
I

i

Polycom

The ultimate hands free
seamless
Ultimate
Conne

on with Skype™

to your

HOME REVIEWS DOWNLOADS EXPERT HELP NEWS

DIGITAL CAMERAS LAPTOPS MP3PLAYERS CELL PHONES PRINTERS

COLUMNS

Skype™ experience

PC and powers through USE

SHOP

DISCUSS

Page 1 of 6

DESKTOPS DISPL/

Signin | Rec

GetltN

VIDEO

Product Reviews Comparisons Review Roundups Editors' Choice

Product Guides

Gadgets & Gaming

SEARCH (@ pPCcMAG.cOM () REVIEWS

Home > Reviews > First Looks > Xtatix Freefone

Xtatix Freefone

REVIEW DATE: 12.06.05

It does have quite a few limitations, but given its comfort level
and decent sound, we think the Xtatix Freefone makes an
excellent gift idea.
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By Michael Kobrin

We're always searching for ways to get music from our pocket to our head
without any wires in between. Bluetooth headphones are one solution,
though because of the limitations of Bluetooth, we're generally not
impressed with the sound quality. Enter wearable MP3 players. We've seen
a few of these come and go, most notably the Oakley Thump and Thump 2.
These sound decent, but they're expensive and not always practical. And
most headphones that have built-in MP3 players try to do too much, with
built-in FM tuners, Bluetooth phone connections, and media slots. Xtatix, a
small Buffalo, New York-based company, is selling what we consider a very
good solution for exercise nuts who just want to load a bunch of MP3s on
some headphones and get running or cycling. The Xtatix Freefone has some
limitations, but we feel it's a step in the right direction for wearable
technology. It makes a solid, (very) basic 1GB flash-based wearable MP3
player—and it doesn't make you look dorky.

The Freefone fits over your ears with flat foam pads like popular "street-
style" headphones, and a hard plastic band clips over the tops of your ears
and goes around the back of your neck. These are the lightest MP3
headphones we've seen yet, and the neckband provides very good
clamping, so they stay on your head even if you're practicing gymnastics (we
did a cartwheel and they didn't budge one bit). We were able to wear them
comfortably through a solid hour of cycling, and we took them off afterwards
only because they probably wouldn't work too well in the shower.

The controls take a bit of getting used to and could be placed a little better,
but at least they're fairly simple. All buttons do double duty depending on
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how long you hold them down: Two buttons on the bottom of the left
headphone control track-skip functions if pressed briefly and volume if held
for more than half a second. Two buttons on the top control Play/Pause,
on/off, equalizer preset options, and repeat (only single-track repeat is
available).

To charge the player, you use a USB cable that's reminiscent of the one we
saw on the MobiBlu DAH-1500i MobiBlu DAH-1500i : One end is a standard
USB plug and the other is a 2.5mm minijack of the type found on cell phone
earpieces. (The MobiBlu cable terminates in a 3.5mm jack.) The player
doesn'tinclude a separate charger, so you've got to be near a PC to charge
it. Loading music on the player is a simple matter of connecting it to any PC
or Mac via the USB cable and transferring files via drag-and-drop. The
player supports MP3s and unprotected WMA files, and you can store data
files on it as well. Unfortunately, you have to have all of your music in one
folder, because it can read only from a single folder, and it reads tracks in
alphabetical order.

We listened to jazz, pop, rock, and R&B, and although there's not really any
deep low bass, the upper bass and highs are strong enough that music
doesn't sound muddy or distant. The EQ presets are the usual suspects—
Rock, Pop, and Jazz—and are too subtle for noisy environments. But one
added benefit of the neckband's strong clamping power is that it actually
pushes the speakers closer to your ears, providing better bass response
than it would have otherwise. It even blocks a tiny bit of noise, though you
can still hear plenty of what's going on around you, so you're less likely to
get hit by a car during your morning run. And 6.5 hours of battery life may
not seem like much, but if you're working out for longer than that at a stretch,
well . .. frankly, we're scared. But that does mean you'll need to plug the
Freefone in and let it charge fairly often.

If you want a digital music player that's light, simple, and not terribly

expensive for working out (or even commuting), this is certainly one to check

out. It does have quite a few limitations, but given its comfort level and
decent sound (not to mention the low dorkiness factor), we think the
Freefone makes an excellent gift idea. The 1GB version will run you $149
direct, but the 512MB version is only $99.

More MP3 player reviews:
= Samsung YP-K5

e Archos 604

e Archos 104

« RCA H106
= Cowon iAudio 6
= more
BUY IT HERE:
< back next >
Bl Print (= Email (E) Save Rate it ({3F Reprints
HP COLOR IN THE OFFICE &
Create and print impressive color and \
black and white documents Price: $359.00
inyene EELERCEEN) HP Color LaserJet 2600n

ETM Add PC Magazine: New Product Reviews to your RSS newsreader or
My Yahoo!

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,1896944.00.asp

Lance Ulanoff vs.
the Bloggers

Page 2 of 6

Printers

VolP

Windows XP
Wireless Networks

All categories

breaking news

9.6.2006

Apple Gives a Quiet
Bump to iMac and Mac
mini

9.6.2006

Sony PS3 Launch To Be
Delayed in Europe
9.6.2006

Ad-Driven Spiralfrog
Downloads Add EMI
Songs

9.6.2006

Apple Sets Launch Date;
Movie Downloads Likely

View All >

Bloggers have rmore
influence than Lance
think s,

PLUS:Beating Spam

PARTNEI
shop now

Technol
) Busines
Find great products Opportt

and great deals.
Free Do
Shop for: Number
':B Defragn
(enter product name Get val
et vail
f)r_keywords) from HE
in: to recer
9/6/2006



Xtatix Freefone Review by PC Magazine

Top 10 Headphones

Ads By Google

Ranked by Popularity and Buzz See How the Brands Compare Here!

www.Splise.com

MP3 Player Accessory

Keep Cord from Tangling or Catching While You Listen. Buy 1 Get 1 Free

www.Cordgo.com

Dump Your iPod Earphones

Gadget Locker offers many high quality iPod earbud alternatives.

www.ThinkDifferentStore.com
Pro Acoustics USA

Pro and Commercial Audio Products Sound Systems, Speakers, Mics, Amps

www.ProAcousticsUSA.com

Shure Headphones

Noise Isolating Headphones from Shure, Biggest Range Free Delivery

www.wickeddigital.com.au

newsletters

Get PCMag.com's FREE
email newsletters
delivered to your inbox.

Its easy, just follow the

1. Make your selections: 2. Select email format:

Daily News Alert HTML

Inside PCMag.com

3. Enter email address:

steps. | PCMag.com Small
Business Update @

Want more? Check out
our other newsletters

PCMagCast Update

here. | Productwire: First
Looks Update

Manage your newsletter
subscriptions here.

Security Watch

Tech Saver

TechnoRide Update
Tip of the Day

Utility Library Update

What's New Now

e

o
o

"g‘gg SAVE 87% ON

#\ PCMAGAZINE

S GET,FREE SOFTWARE

Subscription Help | Renew | Give a Gift

) _I |
Pc M nﬁ ﬂ aSt Practical online webcasts for work, home, and on the go

NEW: PC Magazine's live, interactive
technology events make you more
productive at work, home, and on the
go. Best of all, they're FREE!

Featured Event:

Virtual Tradeshow: Security &
Mobility

Wednesday, August 23 and Thursday,
August 24

PCMagCast is hosting a free, two-day
virtual tradeshow August 23-24, 2006 on
two of the most critical technology topics
for business success: Computer security

More Free PCMagCasts:

® How to Deliver World-Class
Support

Recorded August 16, 2006 - Sponsored
by Citrix GoToAssist

You don't need to be a big company to
provide great tech support for your
employees and customers. In this
webcast, you'll learn how one award-
winning support operation works.
Learn more | View it now!

® Making the Most of Your Digital
Camera

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,1896944.00.asp

All Categories

Page 3 of 6

promoti

You're t
there. Y
career t
fit scho«
The ans
Westwc
Online.

RELATEL
MP3 He

Noise Ci
Headph

Aiwa He
Televisi

Sennhe
Headph

Upgri
For All Y«
Hardware

Notebool

Prom
Flash Dri

Players

Click hd
Wi

9/6/2006



Xtatix Freefone Review by PC Magazine
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